
Day/Time Location Event 

Wednesday 19 February 

19:00 – 

22:00 

All Bar One, 

Sheffield 

Informal Drinks & Food 
An informal gathering of any early arrivals for drinks and food. 

Thursday 20 February 

09:00 – 

11:45 

Pennine 5 

Sheffield 

Meet The Investor 
 

09:00 - 09:30: Networking 
 

A chance to meet new people and give investors travelling from further away 

contingency time for arrival. 
 

09:30 - 10:00: Welcome and Introduction to the Investor Visit Days 
 

Peter Hopton, Venture.Community 
Tracey Johnson, TechSY 

Charles Harrewyn, UKBAA 
 

10:00 - 10:30: Angel Panel 
 

A panel of angel investors, with questions around the advantages of an angel round and 

key factors that angels look for.  
 

Panel (provisional):  
Meg Blight  
Ed French 

Dean Harley 
Thom Lawrence 

Dan Ballin 
 

Moderated by Peter Hopton 
 

10:30 - 11:15: VC Reverse Pitches.  
 

We will hear from 4 VCs who will tell us why startups should select them over other VCs 

as their lead investors.Participants TBC 
 

11:15 - 11:45: Gabriela Smith from GNS Law  
 

From Britain to Breakthrough: A Practical Primer for Expanding Your Startup to the USA 

12:00 – 

14:00 

Pennine 5 

Sheffield 

Lunch and Walking Tours of the City Centre 

14:00 – 

17:00 

Pennine 5 

Sheffield 

Start-Up Showcase 
 

14:00-15:00: Networking 
 

Open networking to get to meet Sheffield founders and the ecosystem. 
 

15:00-15:30: Founder Panel (of Sheffield founders who have recently raised Seed 



rounds)  
 

Ben White - Phlux 
With unique, world class technology for Lidar sensors (used in robotics and 

autonomous vehicles) Phlux have raised £4m with Octopus as a lead investor. 
 

Chris Iveson - FourJaw 
FourJaw offer a plug-and-play monitoring solution for machines in advanced 

manufacturers, outputting data to drive productivity. FourJaw have raised £1.8m seed 

round including Mercia and Angels. 
 

Melissa Chambers - Sitehop 
Sitehop produce cybersecurity appliances targeted at hyperscale operators. Providing 

world class ultra-low latency encryption at 400Gb/S speeds between sites. Sitehop 

raised a £5m seed round from Amadeus and Mantaray 
 

James Marshall - Opteran 
Opteran embodies natural intelligence into processors to deliver machine intelligence 

driving autonomy and reaction for autonomous vehicles, drones and robots. Opteran 

raised $15m in pre-seed and seed investments. 
 

15:30-16:00: Pitches 
 

Companies currently raising pre-seed and seed investments. EdgeSynergies,  
 

16:00 - 16:30: Pitch Relay.  
 

1 minute lightning pitches from emerging companies, seeking lead angels to support 

their activities and roll-outs. 
 

16:30 - 17:00: Networking.  
 

Further opportunity to meet with founders and the Sheffield ecosystem 

19:00 - 

22:00 

Cutlers Hall VIP Dinner 
 

VIP Dinner at Sheffield historic Cutlers' Hall 
 

Attendees will include visiting investors and VIP guests of our sponsors and partners. 
 

Dress - Smart Casual / Business 

Friday 21 February 

09:00 – 

12:00 

AMRC 

Factory 2050 

Sheffield Investor Visit 
 

09:00 - 09:30: Coach to AMRC Factory 2050 
Leaves from Mercure St Paul’s, 119 Norfolk St, Sheffield City Centre, Sheffield S1 2JE 

 
09:30 - 10:00: Peter Hopton, Venture.Community Opening Remarks 

 
10:00 - 10:30: Chris Iveson FourJaw - Spinouts with Hustle & Grit.  

 
A unique aspect to Sheffield spinouts is their street-smarts, hustle and hunger. Chris 



Iveson, founder of FourJaw talks through his journey of spinning out of the AMRC. 
 

10:30 - 11:00: Break and networking 
 

11:00 - 11:30: Martin Avison, Stuart Brown, Angel Groups.  
 

One of the largest angel groups in the UK, Martin and Stuart will present on the 

advantages of angel investing and the potential of technologies to disrupt and secure 

returns for Angels 
 

11:30 - 12:00: - Rod Beer, UKBAA 
 

Rod Beer from the UKBAA will speak about to power of Angel Hubs, and the UKBAA’s 

plan to enable angels increased access to untapped world class technology crying out 

for commercialisation. 

12:00 – 

13:30 

AMRC 

Factory 2050 

Lunch & Walking Tours 
 

Visit to the unique sights of the Factory of 2050: robotics technologies, composites, 

machining. 

13:30 – 

17:30 

AMRC 

Factory 2050 

13:30 - 14:00: Mayoral Authority Speaker (Mayor Oliver Coppard, TBC) 
 

14:00 - 14:30: British Business Bank Speaker (TBC) 
 

14:30 - 15:00: Rushabh Shah & AMRC 
 

Our hosts AMRC will present on their strategic direction and their plans to produce spin-

outs and collaborate to drive and support the technology ecosystem in Sheffield. 
 

15:00 - 15:30: Break and networking 
 

15:30 - 16:00: Jason Brannan & AWRC 
 

Jason and his team at the Advance Wellbeing Research Centre in Sheffield will present 

on their collaborations in health, wellbeing and sport technologies. You can read more 

about their strategy here https://www.shu.ac.uk/-/media/home/research/awrc/about-

awrc/awrc-strategy-2023---2028-website-version.pdf 
 

16:00 - 16:30: Gabriela Smith from GNS Law 
 

Top Sectors for Angel Investors to Watch 
 

16:30 - 17:00: Venture.Community Fellow Dr Mark Rahn, closing remarks. 
 

Dr Mark Rahn has been a VC (Mercia and MTI), a CEO and an angel, he has created 

and delivered investment thesis approaches as part of Alliance Manchester Business 

School, and an executive at the University of Manchester in the TTO driving graphene 

commercialisation. 
 

17:00 - 17:30: - Coach back to the city 

https://www.shu.ac.uk/-/media/home/research/awrc/about-awrc/awrc-strategy-2023---2028-website-version.pdf
https://www.shu.ac.uk/-/media/home/research/awrc/about-awrc/awrc-strategy-2023---2028-website-version.pdf
https://www.shu.ac.uk/-/media/home/research/awrc/about-awrc/awrc-strategy-2023---2028-website-version.pdf
https://www.shu.ac.uk/-/media/home/research/awrc/about-awrc/awrc-strategy-2023---2028-website-version.pdf


19:00 – 

22:00 

Cambridge 

Street 

Collective 

Informal Drinks & Food 
 

Informal networking, wind-down, food & drinks 
 

In the top independent food hall in the UK 2024, we’ll convene and experience 

Sheffield’s independent “foodie” culture! 

 


